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CURRENT APPOINTMENTS 
Associate Professor (with tenure), Department of Economics, Purdue University, 7/2018- 
Faculty Research Fellow, National Bureau of Economic Research, 5/2013- 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Economics, University of Melbourne, 7/2015- [on leave from 7/2018] 
Research Affiliate, National Bureau of Economic Research – Disability Research Center, 9/2012- 

PAST APPOINTMENTS 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, George Washington University, 8/2012-8/2016 

EDUCATION 
Ph.D. in Economics, University of Maryland at College Park, 2012 
M.A. in Economics, Monash University, Melbourne, 2003 
B.Commerce in Economics/ B.Science in Psychology, University of Melbourne, 1999 

PUBLICATIONS 
“The Mortality Effects of Retirement: Evidence from Social Security Eligibility at Age 62”  

(with Maria Fitzpatrick).  
Journal of Public Economics, 157: 121-137, 2018. 

“The Effect of Disability Insurance Payments on Beneficiaries' Earnings”  
(with Alexander Gelber and Alexander Strand). 
American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, 9(3): 229-261 (2017). 

“The White/Black Educational Gap, Stalled Progress, and Long-term Consequences of the Emergence of Crack 
Cocaine Markets”  
(with William Evans and Craig Garthwaite). 
Review of Economics and Statistics, 85(5): 832-847 (2016). 

“The Employment Effects of Terminating Disability Benefits.”  
Journal of Public Economics 124: 30-43 (2015). 

“Can Celebrity Endorsements Affect Political Outcomes? Evidence from the 2008 U.S. Democratic Presidential 
Primary” (with Craig Garthwaite).  
Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 29(2): 355-384 (2013). 

“Liquidity, Economic Activity, and Mortality” (with William Evans).  
Review of Economics and Statistics, 94(2): 400-418 (2012). 

“The Short-Term Mortality Consequences of Income Receipt” (with William Evans). 
Journal of Public Economics, 95(11-12): 1410–1424 (2011). 
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WORKING PAPERS  

“Disability Insurance Income Saves Lives” (with Alexander Gelber and Alexander Strand), March 2018. 
“The Long-term Consequences of a Heroin Supply Shock” (with Kevin Schnepel), June 2018. 
“Guns and Violence: The Enduring Impact of Crack Cocaine Markets on Young Black Males” (with William 

Evans and Craig Garthwaite), June 2018. 
“Tariffs, Transport Costs and Tax Evasion” (with Kyle Handley), July 2017. 
“The Interaction of Social Security and Medicare” (with Maria Fitzpatrick), September 2016.  

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS  
Refereed Articles in Health Policy/Addictions Journals: 

“The Size and Mix of Government Spending on Illicit Drug Policy in Australia.” Drug and Alcohol Review 
27(4): 404–413 (2008).  

“The Costs and Consequences of Three Policy Options for Reducing Heroin Dependency” (with Alison Ritter 
and Jonathan P. Caulkins). Drug and Alcohol Review 26(4): 369–378 (2007). 

“How Can Cost-of-Illness Studies of Drug Abuse be Made Useful for Policy Analysis?” (with Jonathan P. 
Caulkins). Applied Health Economics & Health Policy 5(2): 75–85 (2006).  

Invited Articles: 
“Australian Illicit Drug Market Data: Sources and Issues,” Australian Economic Review 39(4): 442–452 (2006). 

RESEARCH GRANTS  
Social Security Administration Grant via NBER Disability Research Consortium: “The Geographic Variation in 

Disability Insurance,” 2017-18 (with Amanda Michaud and David Wiczer). 
Social Security Administration Grant via NBER Disability Research Consortium: “Do Program Administration 

Outcomes affect Disability Insurance Applications?,” 2017-18 (with Amanda Michaud and David 
Wiczer). 

Australian Research Council Discovery Early Career Researcher Award: “Understanding the Economic and 
Social Consequences of Illicit Drug Markets,” 2017-2019. 

University of Melbourne Early Career Researcher Grant: “The Long-term Consequences of a Major Reduction 
in Heroin Availability,” 2016. 

Social Security Administration Grant via NBER Retirement Research Consortium: “Effects of Changes in the 
Social Security Retirement Age on Medicare,” 2015-16 (with Maria Fitzpatrick). 

Boston College for Retirement Research, Steven H. Sandell Grant: “How Does Early Retirement Affect 
Mortality,” 2015-16 (with Maria Fitzpatrick). 

W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research, Early Career Research Grant: “The Effects of Employment 
Protections on Social Security Disability Insurance,” 2015-16. 

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Grant: “Health Effects of Retirement Changes,” 2014-16 (with Maria Fitzpatrick). 
Social Security Administration Grant via NBER Disability Research Consortium: “Consumption of Social 

Security Disability Insurance Beneficiaries,” 2013-14 (with Nicolas Ziebarth). 
Social Security Administration Grant via NBER Disability Research Consortium: “Disability Insurance 

Payments and Beneficiary Life Expectancy,” 2013-14 (with Alexander Gelber). 
Social Security Administration Grant via NBER Disability Research Consortium: “Disability Insurance 

Payments and Beneficiary Work Activity,” 2012-13 (with Alexander Gelber). 
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AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

Deans' Certificate for Research Excellence, Faculty of Business and Economics, University of Melbourne, 2015, 
2016, 2017. 

George Washington Institute of Public Policy, Shapiro Policy Research Scholar, 2014-15. 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Collection for Fall Conference 2013: for “The 

Black/White…” (one of 33 papers from 700+ chosen to represent cutting-edge policy research). 
Roger and Alicia Betancourt Fellowship in Applied Economics, University of Maryland, 2011-12. 
First Prize Travel Scholarship for Best Student Paper submitted to the International Society for the Study of 

Drug Policy Annual Conference, 2011. 
Dissertation Fellowship, Center for Retirement Research at Boston College, 2010-11. 
Fellowship for Best Third Year Paper, University of Maryland Department of Economics, 2009. 
University of Maryland Summer Research Fellowship, 2008. 

TEACHING AND ADVISING 
Purdue University 

Health Economics (undergraduate), 2018 
University of Melbourne 

Public Economics (combined undergraduate honors/masters), 2016, 2017 
George Washington University 

Introduction to Econometrics (undergraduate), 2013, 2014. 
Health Economics (undergraduate), 2013. 
Intermediate Microeconomics (undergraduate), 2013. 

 
STUDENT ADVISING 
Chair or Co-chair of PhD Committee 
  Todd Morris, University of Melbourne, 2016- 
Member of PhD Committee  

Matthew Jones, University of Melbourne, 2017- 
Thomas Abhayaratna, Australian National University, 2017-  

Advising of Masters or Undergraduate Research Essays 
 Thomas Crowley, University of Melbourne, 2017 
 Joshua Lipp, University of Melbourne, 2017 
 Alastair Beasley, University of Melbourne, 2016 

UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENT SERVICE 
University of Melbourne  

Co-organizer of Applied Microeconomics Seminar, Department of Economics, 2017 
Senior Recruiting Committee, Department of Economics, 2016-2017 
Course Unsatisfactory Progress Committee, Faculty of Business and Economics, 2016- 

George Washington University 
Co-organizer of Microeconomics Seminar, Department of Economics 2014-2015 
Job Market Committee, Department of Economics, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 
Ad-hoc Webpage Redevelopment Committee, Department of Economics, 2012-13 
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INVITED SEMINARS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2018 (includes scheduled) University of Adelaide; University of Technology Sydney 
2017 Indiana University at Bloomington (Kelley Business Economics and Public Policy); Korea University; 

Nanyang Technological University; NBER Summer Institute (Research on Income and Wealth); 
National University of Singapore; Melbourne Health Economics Workshop; Purdue University; 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

2016 Australian National University; Deakin University; George Washington University; Australian Health 
Economics Society Conference (Perth); Australian Labour Econometrics Workshop (Canberra); 
Michigan State University; Monash University Labor/Development Workshop; North Carolina State 
University; University of Notre Dame; Upjohn Institute for Employment Research. 

2015 NBER Summer Institute (Aging); University of Melbourne; University of Sydney. 
2014 Annual Disability Research Consortium Conference (Washington DC); Australian National University; 

Curtin University; McMaster University; Monash University; Montana State University; University of 
Illinois – Chicago; University of Melbourne; University of Michigan; University of New South Wales; 
University of Queensland; University of Western Australia; Victoria Commonwealth University; 
Wilfrid Laurier University. 

2013 American University (Public Policy); Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management 
Conference (Washington DC); Georgetown University (Public Policy); Latrobe University; Monash 
University; RAND (Santa Monica); RAND (Washington DC); University of Southern California. 

2012 Cornell University (Policy Analysis and Management); Federal Board of Governors; George 
Washington University; Howard University; London School of Economics; Michigan Retirement 
Research Consortium Annual Conference; NBER Summer Institute (Aging); Royal Holloway College; 
University College London; University of Maryland/World Bank Applied Microeconomics Workshop; 
University of Virginia (Batten Public Policy); University of Warwick; Wisconsin Institute for Research 
on Poverty Summer Workshop. 

2011 Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Conference (Washington DC); Cornell 
University (Policy Analysis and Management); International Society for the Study of Drug Policy 
Conference (Utrecht, The Netherlands); IZA Meeting on the Economics of Risky Behaviors (Bonn, 
Germany); Monash University; New York City Seminar in Health and Demography; University of 
Maryland Baltimore County (Public Policy); University of Melbourne; University of New South Wales; 
University of Pennsylvania (Wharton Business Economics and Public Policy). 

2010 University of Notre Dame. 
2009 American Economic Association Annual Meetings (San Francisco). 
2007 Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Conference (Washington DC). 

Invited Discussant:  
2014 Population Association of America Annual Meeting (Boston). 
2013 American Economic Association Annual Meetings (San Diego); Association for Public Policy Analysis 

and Management Conference (Washington DC). 
2012 Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Conference (Baltimore); Annual Retirement 

Research Consortium Conference (Washington DC). 
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REFEREEING 

Addiction, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, 
American Economic Review, American Journal of Agricultural Economics, Applied Health Economics and 
Health Policy, Australian Economic Review, Contemporary Economic Policy, Drug and Alcohol Review, 
Economic Inquiry, European Economic Review, European Journal of Health Economics, Health Economics, 
International Journal of Drug Policy, Economic Journal, Economic Record, Industrial Relations, Journal of 
Applied Econometrics, Journal of Health Economics, Journal of Human Resources, Journal of Legal Studies, 
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, Journal of Population Economics, Journal of Public Economics, 
Milbank Quarterly, Review of Economics of the Household, Social Science and Medicine, Social Security 
Bulletin.  
Ad hoc reviewer for Australian Research Council, National Science Foundation and Smith Richardson 
Foundation. 

PRE-DOCTORAL AND DOCTORAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Research Intern, U.S. Social Security Administration, Office of Research, Evaluation and Statistics, 

Washington DC, 2009-2012. 
Research Assistant for Professor William Evans, University of Maryland, 2006-2009.  
Senior Research Fellow, Drug Policy Modeling Program, Turning Point Alcohol and Drug Centre, Melbourne, 

2004-2006. 
Economic Consultant, ACIL Tasman Consulting, Melbourne/Perth, 2003-2004. 
Employee Relations Manager, PMP Print Moorabbin, Melbourne, 2000-2001. 
Management Graduate, PMP Printing and Publishing Group, Melbourne/Sydney, 1999-2000. 

REFERENCES 
Available on request. 
 


