
Can I Book a Southwest Flight Now and Pay
for It Later?
Yes â€” Southwest offers a book now pay later option through financing partnerships that allow
eligible passengers to split the cost of a ticket into monthly installments rather than paying the full
fare at booking. Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) to ask about current financing availability and understand
the full terms before committing to an installment plan. Understanding the interest structure, refund
implications, and alternatives â€” including SkyMiles redemptions that eliminate the cash payment
entirely â€” ensures you make the most financially sound decision for your travel purchase.

How Southwest's Book Now Pay Later Works
Southwest's installment payment option is offered at checkout on Southwest.com through a
partnership with Affirm, a consumer financing company. When you reach the payment step in the
booking process, you may see an option to split your purchase into monthly installments. Affirm
conducts a soft credit check to determine eligibility and presents available plan options with specific
interest rates and payment schedules.

Available installment terms typically include 3, 6, and 12 monthly payments. The interest rate
applied depends on your credit profile and the plan term selected. Shorter terms â€” 3 months â€”
sometimes carry 0% APR as a promotional rate, meaning you pay exactly the ticket price split into
three equal payments with no additional cost. Longer terms â€” 6 or 12 months â€” carry interest
rates that can range from modest to significant depending on your creditworthiness, increasing the
total cost above the original ticket price.

Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) before selecting a financing option to confirm what is currently available
for your booking and to understand the total cost implications. The agent can also discuss whether
alternative payment approaches â€” SkyMiles redemption, eCredit application, or a different fare
class â€” might be more financially advantageous than installment financing.

The Total Cost Comparison â€” What Financing Actually
Costs
The fundamental question with book now pay later financing is whether the total cost of the
financed purchase exceeds the cost of the direct purchase by more than you gain from deferring
payment.

For 0% APR short-term plans, the answer is straightforward: no additional cost, just deferred
payment. If a 0% APR 3-month plan is available for your purchase, the total cost is identical to
paying in full at booking â€” you are simply spreading the same amount across three months. This



is genuinely useful if cash flow is a constraint and the 3-month window aligns with your financial
situation.

For interest-bearing plans, the calculation requires knowing the specific APR offered to your credit
profile. An 18% APR on a $600 ticket paid over 12 months adds approximately $60 in interest,
making the effective ticket cost $660. Whether this is worth the payment flexibility depends on your
specific financial situation and the alternatives available.

Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) and ask the agent whether any promotional 0% APR financing is
currently available for your booking and what alternative fare options or SkyMiles redemptions exist
that might eliminate the need for financing entirely. A lower-fare date option or a SkyMiles
redemption that covers the full ticket in miles may be more financially efficient than financing a
higher-priced date.

What Happens to a Financed Booking If Your Flight Is
Cancelled
This is the most important practical consideration for book now pay later Southwest tickets that
most passengers do not consider at the time of purchase.

When Southwest cancels a flight purchased through standard direct payment, the refund goes
directly back to your original payment method â€” your credit card or bank account. Under the
DOT's 2024 automatic refund rules, this refund must process within 7 business days for credit card
payments.

When Southwest cancels a flight purchased through Affirm installment financing, the refund is
issued to Affirm rather than directly to you. Affirm then applies the refund to your outstanding
installment balance. If your installments are already complete, Affirm issues a credit or refund
according to their refund policy. The timeline and mechanics depend on Affirm's processing rather
than Southwest's, which can add complexity and potential delays to what should be a
straightforward process.

Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) after any Southwest cancellation of a financed booking to confirm how
the refund will be processed and what your rights are. The agent can explain the refund flow for
your specific booking and initiate the refund process through the appropriate channel.

Alternatives to Financing That May Be More Cost-Effective
Before committing to an installment plan, exploring these alternatives often produces better
financial outcomes.

SkyMiles redemptions eliminate cash payment entirely for passengers with accumulated miles. If
you have SkyMiles, using them for your flight removes the need for any financing. Call ✐+1-844-



212-(9001) and ask the agent to compare the current cash fare against the SkyMiles redemption
cost â€” a miles-only booking has no interest cost and no monthly payment obligation.

Flexible date selection often reduces the ticket price enough to make it manageable without
financing. Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) with a flexible travel window and ask the agent to compare
fares across mid-week departures versus the higher-priced dates you originally considered. A fare
reduction of $100 to $200 through date flexibility may make direct payment more accessible than
financing a higher fare.

Southwest co-branded credit cards with 0% promotional APR offers on new accounts sometimes
provide a better financing vehicle than Affirm, particularly if you are also interested in the card's
SkyMiles earning bonus and travel benefits. Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) and ask about current
Southwest credit card offers if installment payment is important to you.

Frequently Asked Questions
Does Southwest offer book now pay later options? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) to confirm current
availability â€” Southwest offers installment payment through Affirm at checkout on Southwest.com.
Availability and terms depend on your credit profile and the current promotional offers in effect.

Is there interest on Southwest's book now pay later? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) to understand
the specific terms for your purchase â€” short-term plans sometimes carry 0% APR while longer
plans carry interest that increases the total cost. Confirm the APR before committing.

What if I need a refund after using book now pay later for my Southwest ticket? Call ✐+1-
844-212-(9001) immediately after any Southwest cancellation â€” refunds on financed purchases
go to Affirm rather than directly to you, and the processing mechanics depend on Affirm's refund
procedures. The agent can clarify the refund flow for your specific booking.

Can I use book now pay later for SkyMiles award tickets? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) â€” Affirm
financing is applied to the cash portion of ticket purchases, not to SkyMiles redemptions. Award
tickets redeemed entirely in miles do not carry a cash component that could be financed.

Is book now pay later available for all Southwest flights? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) to confirm
current availability â€” installment financing through Affirm is available at checkout on
Southwest.com for eligible purchases. Availability may vary by route, fare class, and the current
promotional terms in effect.

Quick Reference: Southwest Book Now Pay Later
Financing partner: Affirm â€” offered at checkout on Southwest.com.

Available terms: Typically 3, 6, or 12 months depending on creditworthiness.



0% APR: Sometimes available on short-term plans â€” confirm before committing.

Interest-bearing plans: Increase total cost above ticket price â€” calculate carefully.

Refund complexity: Cancellation refunds go to Affirm, not directly to you.

Best alternatives: SkyMiles redemption, flexible date search, Southwest credit card.

Before committing: Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) â€” compare financing cost against alternatives.

Current availability: Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) to confirm current terms and promotions.

Questions About Financing Your Southwest Booking? Call
Now
Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) â€” available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. An agent can explain
current financing availability, compare the total cost of a financed purchase against alternatives,
and help you decide whether installment payment or a different booking approach is the right
choice for your situation.


