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Yes, you can transfer Delta SkyMiles to another SkyMiles member's account, but Delta 
charges a fee for the transfer service and the transferred miles cannot be re-transferred to a
third party, with the transfer processed by calling 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 with both your 
SkyMiles account number and the recipient's SkyMiles account number. An agent at 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can confirm the exact current transfer fee, process the 
mileage transfer directly, and explain the alternative of booking award travel 
for the other person using your own miles without any transfer fee. The most 
common reason passengers want to transfer SkyMiles is to combine miles in one 
account for an award booking, but booking the award for the other person directly
from your account often produces better value than transferring the miles first.

How SkyMiles Transfers Actually Work
Understanding the mechanics of SkyMiles transfers helps you determine whether the 
transfer pathway is the right choice for your specific situation.

The Transfer Process Call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 with your SkyMiles account number 
and the recipient's SkyMiles account number. State that you want to transfer 
miles to another account. The agent verifies both accounts, quotes the transfer 
fee, and processes the transfer after you authorize the fee charge. The miles 
deduct from your account and credit to the recipient's account, typically within 
24 hours.

The Transfer Fee Delta charges a fee per 1,000 miles transferred plus a per-transaction 
processing fee. The exact current fee should be confirmed by calling 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 since fees can change. Historically, transfers have ranged 
from approximately $0.01 per mile plus a $30 processing fee, which makes 
transferring large amounts of miles expensive relative to the value of the miles 
themselves.

Transfer Limits Annual limits apply to how many SkyMiles can be transferred between 
accounts. The specific limit is confirmed by the agent at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 during 
the transfer call.

No Re-Transfer Once miles are transferred to a recipient's account, those miles cannot be 
transferred again to a third party. They must be used for award travel or other redemptions 



directly from the recipient's account.

Both Accounts Must Be Active Both the sending and receiving SkyMiles accounts must be 
in good standing. New accounts may have waiting periods before they can receive 
transfers.

The Better Alternative â€” Book Award Travel for Another 
Person Directly
For most situations where passengers consider transferring SkyMiles, the better approach 
is to book award travel for the intended traveler directly from your own SkyMiles account 
without transferring miles first.

How It Works SkyMiles award bookings can include any companions you specify by name. 
There is no relationship requirement â€” companions do not need to be family members. 
The miles come from your account but the tickets are issued in the companions' names.

Why This Is Almost Always Better No transfer fee â€” using your miles directly for the other 
person's ticket costs nothing beyond the standard award booking. Avoiding the transfer fee 
preserves significantly more miles value than transferring first. There are no annual transfer 
limits to worry about, and the booking happens in a single phone call.

The Process Call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 with your SkyMiles account number and the 
traveler's full name and date of birth. State that you want to book an award 
ticket for [traveler name] using miles from your account. The agent processes the
award booking with the ticket issued in the traveler's name.

When This Works Best When you know the specific trip the other person needs to take. 
When the trip is for one person or a defined group rather than open-ended future travel. 
When the recipient does not need flexibility to use the miles for varying future trips of their 
choice.

When Transferring Might Be Better When the recipient needs flexibility to use the miles for 
future travel of their own choosing rather than a specific trip you book. When you want to 
combine miles across multiple accounts to reach a redemption threshold. When the 
recipient is in a transition period where direct booking would be complex.

Family Pooling Programs â€” What Delta Does and Does 
Not Offer
Some airline programs offer formal family pooling that allows multiple family members to 
combine miles in a single account for redemption. Delta's program differs from these.



Delta Does Not Have Formal Family Pooling Unlike some international airline programs, 
Delta does not offer a formal family pooling option that allows automatic combination of 
multiple family members' miles into a single redemption pool. Each SkyMiles account 
remains separate.

Workarounds for Family Travel Book each family member as a companion on award 
bookings made from one account. Use the SkyMiles miles in the account with the largest 
balance to book travel for all family members rather than splitting bookings across multiple 
accounts. Coordinate flying patterns so the highest-earning family member's account 
accumulates miles efficiently for family travel use.

Companion Bookings Without Transfer The companion booking approach described above 
effectively achieves family pooling for specific trips without any of the cost of formal 
transfers. One family member's account funds award travel for everyone else.

Special Transfer Scenarios
Several specific situations have unique considerations beyond standard transfer practices.

Estate Transfers When a SkyMiles member passes away, their miles can sometimes be 
transferred to a designated family member's account through Delta's customer care team. 
This is not a standard transfer process and requires specific documentation. Call 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to start this process and obtain the necessary 
documentation requirements.

Divorce-Related Transfers SkyMiles accumulated during marriage may be subject to 
division in divorce proceedings depending on jurisdiction. When a court order specifies a 
SkyMiles distribution, Delta processes the transfer based on the legal documentation. The 
standard transfer fee may or may not apply depending on the circumstances.

Corporate Account Transfers Corporate SkyMiles accounts have specific rules that may 
differ from individual account transfers. Companies that accumulate SkyMiles through 
corporate travel may have specific provisions for distributing those miles to employees. Call 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 with the corporate account information to discuss 
applicable rules.

Holiday and Gift Transfers Transferring miles as a gift for holidays or special occasions has 
the same fee structure as any other transfer. The "gift" framing does not reduce or eliminate
the transfer fee.

Cost Analysis â€” When SkyMiles Transfer Makes 
Financial Sense



The transfer fee structure makes SkyMiles transfers expensive relative to the value of the 
miles. Understanding the cost analysis helps you decide when transfers are worth the fee.

The Math If the transfer fee is $0.01 per mile plus $30 processing fee, transferring 30,000 
miles costs $330. This $330 is on top of the value of the 30,000 miles themselves. The total 
cost (fee + miles value) of using those transferred miles for a redemption is the fee plus the 
value of the miles.

Compare to Buying Miles Delta sometimes offers miles purchases at rates similar to or even
better than transfer fees. Purchasing miles for the recipient's account directly may produce 
equivalent results at lower total cost than transferring.

Compare to Companion Booking A companion booking from your account using the same 
number of miles costs only the miles themselves with zero transfer fee. For specific known 
trips, this is always financially superior to transferring.

Compare to Cash Purchase For redemptions where the cents-per-mile value is 1.5 or 
below, the transfer fee plus miles value may exceed the cash cost of the same flight. In 
these scenarios, buying the cash ticket for the recipient is cheaper than transferring miles.

When Transfer Wins Transferring is financially superior when: the recipient needs flexibility 
for future unknown trips, no other pathway combines the miles needed for a specific 
redemption, the redemption value is exceptional (4+ cents per mile premium cabin 
international), or no companion booking option fits the situation.

Documentation and Tracking
Successful SkyMiles transfers require attention to documentation to ensure the transfer 
processed correctly.

Get a transfer reference number from the agent before ending the call. This number allows 
any subsequent agent to immediately locate the specific transfer transaction if any issue 
arises.

Verify the recipient's account balance reflects the transferred miles within 24 hours of the 
transfer call. If the miles have not appeared in the recipient account within 48 hours, call 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 with the transfer reference number to check the status.

Save the transfer confirmation email that Delta sends after the transfer processes. This 
email documents the transfer for tax purposes if applicable and provides additional 
reference information for any future inquiries.

Note that transferred miles count toward the recipient's lifetime SkyMiles total but typically 
do not count toward Medallion qualifying activity, which is based on the recipient's own 
flying and spending activity rather than transfers received.



Frequently Asked Questions
Can I give my Delta SkyMiles to my spouse? Call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 â€” yes, you 
can transfer SkyMiles to your spouse's account, but the transfer fee applies. The
often-better alternative is to use your SkyMiles to book award travel for your 
spouse directly from your account at no transfer fee. This works any time you 
know the specific trip your spouse will take.

Can I combine my Delta SkyMiles with my family member's miles? Call 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 â€” yes, miles from multiple accounts can be combined 
through the transfer process, with a fee applied. For specific trips, booking one
family member's miles to cover travel for everyone (companion booking) avoids the
transfer fee entirely.

Can I transfer Delta SkyMiles for free? Call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 â€” no, Delta 
charges a transfer fee for all standard transfers between SkyMiles accounts. The 
fee includes both a per-mile component and a per-transaction processing fee. 
Companion bookings from your own account for another person's travel cost nothing
beyond the standard award.

How long does a Delta SkyMiles transfer take? Call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 with the 
transfer reference number to verify status â€” transfers typically process 
within 24 hours of the transfer call. If miles have not appeared in the recipient
account within 48 hours, call to investigate the transfer status.

Can I cancel a Delta SkyMiles transfer? Call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 immediately if you 
need to reverse a transfer â€” cancellation may be possible during a limited 
window before the transfer is fully processed but is not guaranteed once the 
miles have credited to the recipient account. The transfer fee is typically not 
refundable.

Quick Reference: Delta SkyMiles Transfer
Yes, transferable: Between SkyMiles accounts via 📣+1-(866)-332-0756.

Transfer fee: Per-mile fee + per-transaction processing fee â€” call to confirm current rates.

Better alternative: Companion booking from your account â€” no transfer fee.

Annual limits: Apply â€” confirm specific limit with agent.

No re-transfer: Once transferred, miles cannot be transferred again.

Family pooling: No formal program â€” use companion booking for family travel.



Estate transfers: Available with documentation â€” different process than standard transfer.

Divorce transfers: Court order based â€” different fee structure may apply.

Processing time: Typically 24 hours â€” call within 48 hours if not received.

Transfer confirmation: Get reference number before ending call.

Need to Transfer Delta SkyMiles? Call Now
Call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Have both 
SkyMiles account numbers ready. The agent confirms the current transfer fee, 
processes the transfer, and explains the often-better alternative of booking 
award travel for the other person directly from your account at no transfer fee.

Medallion Status and SkyMiles Award Benefits
Delta Medallion status produces meaningful enhancements to the SkyMiles award 
experience beyond just earning more miles per flight. Understanding these benefits helps 
Medallion members access the full value of their status when redeeming.

Award Redeposit Fee Waivers Platinum and Diamond Medallion members have the 
standard $150 award redeposit fee waived when voluntarily cancelling an award booking. 
For frequent award bookers, this waiver produces meaningful annual savings. Silver and 
Gold members receive reduced redeposit fees rather than full waivers.

Priority Phone Access Diamond and Platinum Medallion members access dedicated phone 
lines at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 with shorter hold times during busy periods. When 
award space is competitive â€” such as immediately after a flash sale 
announcement â€” priority phone access means reaching an agent while desirable 
inventory remains available.

Award Upgrade Priority For passengers booking paid Main Cabin tickets with the intention 
of upgrading using SkyMiles, Medallion status affects upgrade clearance priority. Higher 
status produces earlier upgrade clearance, which is particularly valuable on competitive 
routes where multiple Medallion members are seeking the same upgrade inventory.

Complimentary Companion Upgrades Some Medallion benefits extend to companion 
travelers on the same booking. Diamond and Platinum members traveling with a companion
may have specific complimentary upgrade benefits that apply to both travelers. The agent at
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 confirms applicable benefits for specific bookings.

Sky Priority Treatment While not directly related to SkyMiles redemption, Sky Priority 
designation enhances the travel experience for Medallion-booked award tickets through 
priority check-in, baggage handling, security, and boarding.



Combining SkyMiles With Cash for Optimized Value
Several specific strategies combine SkyMiles redemptions with cash purchases to produce 
better overall value than either approach alone.

Pay With Miles Strategy Delta's Pay With Miles option allows applying SkyMiles to reduce 
cash ticket costs at approximately 1 cent per mile. For passengers who want to use miles 
partially without committing to a full award redemption, this option provides flexibility. The 
1-cent-per-mile rate is below the value of good award redemptions but matches or exceeds 
the value of many mediocre redemptions.

The Mileage Top-Up Strategy When an award booking requires slightly more miles than you
have available, the option to purchase the small additional amount needed can complete 
the redemption. Delta sometimes offers mileage purchase promotions at attractive rates 
that make this top-up strategy economically rational for high-value redemptions.

Two-Cabin Family Strategy For families traveling together where premium cabin space is 
limited, booking one or two family members in premium cabin using miles while others 
travel in Main Cabin (cash or miles) can produce better total value than seeking premium 
cabin space for everyone. The premium cabin experience is shared during pre-flight and 
post-flight time even when actual flight time is in different cabins.

The Long-Haul Splurge Strategy For a multi-flight trip, concentrating miles redemption on 
the longest international segment (where premium cabin value is highest) while paying cash
for shorter regional or domestic legs produces better mileage value than spreading miles 
across all segments.

Cash Plus Miles Combination Booking Delta sometimes offers booking options that 
combine cash payment with SkyMiles for the same ticket. These combination bookings 
provide flexibility when you have both some miles and some cash budget for a trip.

How SkyTeam Alliance Membership Benefits SkyMiles
Delta's participation in the SkyTeam alliance with 19+ partner airlines worldwide creates 
value for SkyMiles members beyond what Delta-only operations would provide.

Award Travel on Partner Airlines SkyMiles can be redeemed for award travel on SkyTeam 
partner airlines including Air France, KLM, Virgin Atlantic, Korean Air, Aeromexico, China 
Eastern, China Airlines, Air Europa, and others. Partner award space sometimes provides 
significantly better availability or pricing than Delta-operated alternatives.

Earning on Partner Airlines Flying SkyTeam partner airlines on tickets that credit to Delta 
earns SkyMiles in your Delta account. The earning rate varies by partner and fare class. For
passengers who travel internationally on multiple SkyTeam carriers, this consolidates 



earning into a single account.

Status Recognition Across Partners Delta Medallion status receives reciprocal recognition 
on most SkyTeam partner airlines for benefits like priority check-in, lounge access (for Sky 
Priority/Platinum/Diamond), priority boarding, and baggage handling. Medallion status 
earned through Delta travel produces benefits when flying partners as well.

Lounge Access Network Delta Sky Club access through Medallion status or Reserve Amex 
membership extends to many SkyTeam partner lounges worldwide. This produces lounge 
access in airports where Delta does not operate its own facilities.

Why Companion Booking Beats Transfer in Almost Every 
Scenario
A deeper examination of the companion booking alternative reveals why it produces better 
outcomes than transfers in the vast majority of situations.

Same Mileage Cost, No Fee A 50,000-mile award for one specific trip costs 50,000 miles 
whether you use it for your own travel or a companion's travel. There is no fee for using 
your miles to book another person's ticket. This is in contrast to transferring 50,000 miles 
which costs the standard transfer fee on top of the 50,000 miles deducted.

Same Award Inventory Access Companion bookings access the same award inventory as 
bookings for yourself. The Saver awards, Standard awards, and premium cabin 
redemptions available for your own travel are equally available for companion travel.

Same Medallion Benefits If you have Medallion status, the benefits associated with your 
status â€” priority boarding, free checked bags, complimentary upgrades â€” typically apply 
to bookings made from your account even when the traveler is a companion rather than 
yourself. Some specific Medallion benefits require the Medallion member to be one of the 
travelers on the booking.

Multi-Passenger Bookings You can book yourself plus companions on a single award 
booking from your account. A family of four traveling together can all use miles from one 
account in a single booking transaction.

The Limitation Companion bookings require knowing the specific trip details â€” dates, 
destination, passenger names. They do not work for situations where you want to give 
someone "miles to use however they want for future travel." For that specific gift-giving 
scenario, transfers are necessary despite the fee.

Building a Family Mileage Strategy Without Transfers
For families wanting to coordinate Delta travel using SkyMiles efficiently, a strategic 



approach without transfers produces the best outcomes.

Designate a Primary Account Choose one family member's SkyMiles account as the 
primary travel account. This is typically the family member who travels most frequently for 
work or who holds the highest Medallion status, since their account accumulates the most 
miles from both flying and bonus earnings.

Direct All Family Travel Purchases to the Primary Account When booking any Delta flight for
any family member, book through the primary account whenever practical. The miles 
earned credit to the primary account, building a single pool that can fund future family award
travel.

Use Companion Bookings for Family Award Travel When family award travel is planned, 
book all family members as companions on a single award booking from the primary 
account. This consolidates the redemption without any transfer fees.

Distribute Strategic Earning to Specific Accounts When Needed For specific situations 
where family members other than the primary need to earn for their own future redemptions,
direct those particular bookings through their own accounts rather than the primary. This 
allows targeted account building when needed.

Coordinate Credit Card Spending Delta SkyMiles credit cards (Gold, Platinum, Reserve) 
earn miles on all spending. Family members can each hold individual cards directing miles 
to their respective accounts, or the family can concentrate spending on one card to feed the
primary account based on the chosen strategy.

Call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to confirm the specific implications of any family 
mileage strategy for your situation. The agent can clarify which Medallion 
benefits transfer to companion bookings and which require the Medallion member to
be a traveler.


