
How Do I Book a First Class Seat on a
Southwest Flight?
Booking a Southwest First Class or Southwest One seat is more accessible than many travelers
assume â€” and calling ✐+1-844-212-(9001) is the fastest way to check availability, compare
upgrade costs, and secure a premium seat in a single call. Southwest's premium cabin options
include domestic First Class on shorter routes, Southwest Comfort+ for an enhanced economy
experience, Southwest Premium Select on select international routes, and Southwest One for long-
haul international and select premium transcontinental service. Whether you are purchasing
directly, upgrading with SkyMiles, using a companion certificate, or hoping for a complimentary
upgrade based on Medallion status, an agent at ✐+1-844-212-(9001) can navigate all of these
paths simultaneously and identify the best option for your specific flight and dates.

Southwest's Premium Cabin Options â€” Which One Is Right
for Your Trip?
Before booking, understanding which premium product is available on your specific route helps you
set realistic expectations and choose the upgrade path that delivers the best experience for your
money or miles.

Southwest First Class is available on domestic and short-haul routes and on many transcontinental
flights. The product features wider seats with more legroom than Main Cabin, complimentary food
and beverage service, priority boarding, and earlier overhead bin access. First Class is the most
broadly available premium product in Southwest's domestic fleet and the one most commonly
accessible through SkyMiles upgrades and complimentary Medallion upgrades.

Southwest Comfort+ is a step above Main Cabin rather than a true premium cabin â€” more
legroom, dedicated overhead bin space, and early boarding. It is available on most Southwest
aircraft and represents a cost-effective enhancement over standard economy without the price of a
full First Class ticket. Medallion members on eligible fare classes receive complimentary access to
Comfort+.

Southwest Premium Select is available on select widebody aircraft on long-haul international
routes. It occupies the middle position between Main Cabin and Southwest One â€” premium
economy-style seating with a dedicated cabin, enhanced meal service, and amenity kit. Not all
international routes include Premium Select.

Southwest One is Southwest's flagship business class product featuring lie-flat beds, direct aisle
access for all passengers, premium dining, and Southwest One Suite privacy enclosures on newer
aircraft. Available on long-haul international routes and select premium transcontinental domestic



routes, Southwest One represents the highest available premium and the strongest SkyMiles
redemption value in the program.

How to Book First Class or Southwest One Directly
The most straightforward path to a premium seat is purchasing it directly at the time of booking.
Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) and tell the agent you want to see First Class or Southwest One
availability and pricing for your specific route and travel dates.

Agents at ✐+1-844-212-(9001) can search across multiple date options simultaneously, which is
particularly useful for premium cabin bookings where inventory is more limited than economy.
Asking the agent to check your preferred date plus the one or two days on either side often reveals
significantly different pricing â€” premium cabin fares on some routes vary by hundreds of dollars
based on the specific departure.

Premium cabin pricing is dynamic and route-dependent. Routes with strong business travel
demand â€” New York to Los Angeles, Atlanta to London, Seattle to Tokyo â€” command
consistently higher First Class and Southwest One prices. Routes with lower business demand or
more competition sometimes offer premium cabin pricing that is surprisingly close to economy
alternatives on other carriers.

Upgrading to First Class With SkyMiles
SkyMiles can be used to upgrade from a purchased Main Cabin ticket to First Class or Southwest
One on eligible flights. The mileage cost of an upgrade varies dynamically â€” there is no fixed
chart â€” and depends on the route, travel date, and the specific fare class of your original ticket.

Not all Main Cabin tickets are eligible for SkyMiles upgrade requests. Certain restricted fare classes
â€” often the very cheapest Main Cabin fares â€” cannot be upgraded. Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001)
before purchasing your base ticket and ask the agent whether the fare class you are considering is
upgrade-eligible. Purchasing an upgrade-eligible fare class from the start gives you the flexibility to
use miles for a premium cabin experience if award upgrade space becomes available.

Award upgrade availability â€” the specific upgrade seats Southwest makes available for mileage
redemption â€” is different from and often more limited than purchased upgrade availability. Call
✐+1-844-212-(9001) and ask the agent to check current upgrade award availability for your
specific flight before purchasing your base ticket. If no upgrade award space exists and the cash
premium to purchase First Class directly is reasonable, direct purchase may be the better path.

Complimentary Upgrades for Medallion Members
Southwest Medallion members â€” Silver, Gold, Platinum, and Diamond â€” receive complimentary
upgrade eligibility on domestic First Class and Southwest Comfort+ on qualifying flights and fare



classes. The upgrade is waitlisted at booking and processed in the days before departure based on
status level, fare class, and seat availability.

Diamond Medallion members receive the highest priority in the upgrade queue, followed by
Platinum, Gold, and Silver members. Within the same status tier, upgrade priority is typically
determined by fare class paid and then by the time of check-in. For the best complimentary
upgrade odds, call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) at booking to ensure your Medallion number is correctly
attached, purchase the highest upgrade-eligible fare class within your budget, and check in as early
as possible.

Complimentary upgrades to Southwest One on international routes are not standard for most
Medallion members â€” they typically apply to domestic First Class and select transcontinental
premium routes. Southwest One access generally requires a purchased ticket, a mileage-based
upgrade, a companion certificate, or a Global Upgrade Certificate for higher-tier Medallion
members.

Using Companion Certificates and Global Upgrade
Certificates
Southwest co-branded credit cards â€” particularly the Southwest SkyMiles Platinum and Reserve
cards â€” include annual companion certificates and, at higher tiers, Global Upgrade Certificates
that provide pathways to premium cabin travel at reduced cost.

A companion certificate allows a companion to fly on the same First Class itinerary for only the
taxes and fees â€” a significant discount when the First Class fare is high. The certificate has
specific validity terms and must be used on a round-trip itinerary. Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) to apply
a companion certificate to a booking â€” the agent handles the certificate application and confirms
your companion's seat in the same call.

Global Upgrade Certificates for Diamond Medallion Reserve cardholders can upgrade the
cardholder and a companion from economy to First Class or Southwest One on eligible flights. Call
✐+1-844-212-(9001) to check availability and apply upgrade certificates â€” these are processed
by agents rather than through the self-service booking flow.

Frequently Asked Questions
How do I check Southwest First Class availability for my flight? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) â€”
agents search First Class and Southwest One availability across your preferred dates and can
compare pricing across multiple date options in a single call. The app shows availability but agents
can sometimes access inventory the consumer interface does not surface.



What is the cheapest way to get a Southwest First Class seat? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) with
flexible travel dates â€” off-peak booking windows, mid-week departures, and date flexibility within
your travel window often produce First Class pricing significantly below peak levels. SkyMiles
upgrade awards on routes with available inventory can also represent strong value.

Can I use SkyMiles to book Southwest One on international flights? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001)
â€” yes, Southwest One award redemptions are available on international routes where Southwest
One seating exists. Award inventory for Southwest One is more limited than economy and should
be checked early, particularly for peak travel dates.

What is the difference between First Class and Southwest One? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) for
specifics on your route â€” domestic First Class features recliner seats, enhanced meal service,
and priority boarding. Southwest One features fully lie-flat beds, direct aisle access, premium
dining, and amenity kits. Southwest One is available only on long-haul international and select
premium transcontinental routes.

Does Medallion status guarantee a First Class upgrade? Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) to check
your upgrade waitlist position â€” Medallion status provides upgrade priority but not a guarantee.
Diamond members are cleared first and have the highest upgrade rates. All Medallion members
depend on seat availability at the time upgrades are processed.

Quick Reference: Booking Southwest First Class
Domestic First Class: Most routes â€” recliner seat, premium service, priority boarding.

Southwest One: Long-haul international, select transcontinental â€” lie-flat bed, direct aisle
access.

Direct purchase: Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) for availability across multiple date options.

SkyMiles upgrade: Check upgrade award availability before buying base ticket.

Complimentary upgrade: Medallion members on eligible flights â€” waitlisted at booking.

Companion certificate: Apply at booking â€” taxes/fees only for companion on First Class.

Best value timing: Off-peak dates, mid-week â€” significant price variation by date.

Agent advantage: Broader inventory search than app â€” call ✐+1-844-212-(9001).

Ready to Book Premium? Call Now
Call ✐+1-844-212-(9001) â€” available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Give the agent your route,
travel dates with flexibility, and cabin preference. The agent searches First Class and Southwest



One availability, compares purchase and upgrade options, and secures your premium seat in a
single call.


