J{Update 2@26-27 £l Delta Airlines Missed
Flight Policy 2026: What Happens and What to
Do Next

Missed your Delta flight or about to miss it? Act immediately — please contact Delta Reservations:
+1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% | * - Available 24/7

Missing a flight is one of the most stressful experiences any traveler can face — and knowing
exactly how Delta's missed flight policy works in 2026 can be the difference between saving your
trip and losing your ticket entirely = +1-855-321-3528 *® % (US) or. [ TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" *
| + . Delta updated its No-Show Policy significantly in late 2025, with new technology enforcement
taking effect on January 12, 2026, making it more critical than ever to understand your rights and
responsibilities the moment you realize you will not make your flight =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ®
(US) or. || Te"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || . This complete 2026 guide covers everything you need
to know about the Delta Airlines missed flight policy — from no-show rules and ticket forfeiture to
rebooking options, missed connections, refundable tickets, and the one action that protects you in
every scenario: calling +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* |
before your flight departs.
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Delta Airlines Missed Flight Policy 2026: The Core Rule You Must Know

Delta's official policy is unambiguous: if you miss your flight, your entire itinerary — including your
return trip — may be cancelled under Delta's Contract of Carriage +1-855-321-3528 % ® =x
(US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. This is not a worst-case scenario; it is the default
outcome when a passenger does not board and does not please contact Delta before departure
+1-855-321-3528 % ®  (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. The single most important
action you can take if you know you are going to miss your flight — for any reason — is to call
+1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% | < before your scheduled
departure time to notify Delta and preserve the value of your remaining ticket segments.

1\ 2026 Critical Update: As of January 12, 2026, Delta implemented new automated technology
that immediately updates flight coupons when a customer no-shows their flight. Customers who do
not proactively change or cancel before departure will automatically lose the value of their ticket.
Calling =~ +1-855-321-3528 *® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * | « before departure is
now more urgent than ever — please contact Delta the moment you know you will not make your
flight.

What Is Delta's No-Show Policy in 20267

Delta's No-Show Policy, formally updated in October 2025 and technically enforced starting
January 12, 2026, applies to all tickets — both refundable tickets and non-refundable — when a
passenger fails to appear for their flight without prior notification =~ +1-855-321-3528 *® % (US)



or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. Under this policy, if you are a no-show and do not please
contact Delta or your travel agent before departure, the unused coupons on your ticket will be
marked "SUSP" (Suspended), carrying zero remaining value +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.
|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * || <. Once a coupon reaches SUSP status, there is no appeal, no
eCredit, and no refund to your original form of payment — the ticket is gone entirely, regardless of
how much you paid =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" *
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The key distinction in 2026 is that Delta requires you to take action before departure, not after
+1-855-321-3528 % ®  (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. Hoping to rebook when you
arrive the next day will not preserve your ticket's value under the 2026 policy
+1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || . Call ~ +1-855-321-3528 *®
% (US)or. || Te"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || < and notify Delta before your original departure time
— no matter the reason — to protect your booking.

The One Exception: Irregular Operations and Significant Schedule Changes

Delta's 2026 No-Show Policy has one important exception: tickets impacted by Irregular
Operations or a Significant Schedule Change or Delay are not subject to the no-show forfeiture
rule '~ +1-855-321-3528 *® & (US) or. ||TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || . If Delta cancels your
flight, changes your schedule significantly, downgrades your cabin, adds connection points, or
changes your airports, you are protected — and in these cases you are entitled to rebooking on the
next available flight or a refund to your original form of payment for the unflown portion
+1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% | « . Please contact Delta at
+1-855-321-3528 % ®  (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || < immediately if a schedule
disruption has affected your booking.

For tickets issued on or after October 28, 2024, a Significant Schedule Change is defined as a
departure or arrival that is 3 or more hours different from the original time for domestic flights, or 6
or more hours for international flights =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * || <.

Two Types of Missed Flights: Your Fault vs. Delta's Fault

Understanding whose responsibility the missed flight falls under is the first step to knowing what
options you have in 2026 =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% |
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Missed Flight Due to Personal Reasons (Your Fault)

This covers situations such as arriving at the airport too late, missing check-in or boarding
deadlines, traffic delays, alarm failures, or any personal circumstance that caused you to miss your
flight ~~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. || Te"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * || . In these cases,
Delta's 2026 missed flight policy puts the full responsibility on you to act quickly:

If you call " +1-855-321-3528 %#® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | < BEFORE
departure: You preserve the value of your ticket and can work with a Delta agent to change your
flight, request standby on a later same-day departure, or rebook for a future date depending on
your fare type ' +1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. Acting
before departure is always the best outcome, and it is why having .~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx



(US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || < saved in your phone before every Delta trip is essential
+1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ||TEL"+1-(855)—321-[35.28]“% |
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If you call " +1-855-321-3528 %#® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <« AFTER
departure but BEFORE your return flight: You may still save your return and onward segments by
calling immediately after missing the outbound leg +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || . However, the missed coupon will have been marked, and
options depend on your fare type and how quickly you please contact the airline
+1-855-321-3528 % ® ® (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | .

If you do NOT call and do NOT notify Delta: Your entire itinerary — outbound, connecting, and
return segments — will be automatically cancelled and the value forfeited under the January 2026
no-show technology =~ +1-855-321-3528 %*® % (US) or. ||TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. No
eCredit, no refund to your original form of payment, no exceptions — this is the outcome to avoid
atall costs =~ +1-855-321-3528 *® & (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | .

Missed Flight Due to Delta's Actions (Delta's Fault)

When Delta is responsible for you missing your flight — through a delay, cancellation, or equipment
change — you are fully protected under Delta's 2026 Irregular Operations policy
+1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ||TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"#% | + . Delta will rebook you on the
next available flight at no additional cost, and the no-show policy does not apply
+1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. "TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | + . If a significant disruption
forces an overnight stay, Delta may also provide hotel accommodation and ground transportation
— please contact .~ +1-855-321-3528 #® xx (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <
immediately to ask about your eligibility for these services =~ +1-855-321-3528 *® % (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * |
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Missed Connecting Flight on Delta: What Happens in 20267

If Delta caused the missed connection (your inbound flight arrived late): Delta will automatically
rebook you on the next available flight to your final destination at no cost =~ +1-855-321-3528 *®
% (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% | <. For the fastest rebooking and to request specific
flight preferences, please contact =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or.
||TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"#% | % as soon as your inbound flight lands and you realize you have
missed your connection +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ||TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% || <.

If you caused the missed connection (you left the secure area, spent too long at a lounge, or were
late to the gate): Delta treats this the same as a personally caused missed flight under the 2026
no-show policy, and the remaining segments may be cancelled and the value forfeited
+1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"‘!% | . Your only protection is to
please contact .~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | % immediately
to explain the situation and explore available options before the SUSP status is applied to your
coupons .~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"‘&' |
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[] Please Contact Delta Immediately: If you miss a connection for any reason — Delta-caused or
personal — always please contact .~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or.
”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% | « before attempting to rebook online. Agents can see all available
options across your full itinerary, including options the website may not show you.




Rebooking Options by Fare Type After a Missed Delta Flight
Basic Economy (Delta Basic)

Delta Basic tickets are the most restrictive after a missed flight =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® =% (US) or.
||TEL"+1-(855)—321-[35.28]"%% | <. Basic Economy fares are non-changeable, and a no-show
without prior notification means the full ticket value is forfeited with no eCredit and no refund to
your original form of payment .~ +1-855-321-3528 %® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"‘!% ||
<. If you hold a Basic ticket and know you will miss your flight, please contact
+1-855-321-3528 % ® x (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || % before departure — it is your
only possible avenue for any consideration +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.

|| eL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <.

Main Classic and Main Extra

Classic and Extra fare holders who please contact .~ +1-855-321-3528 %® = (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * || « before their scheduled departure have significantly better
options +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. Delta agents can
rebook you on the next available flight, place you on standby for a same-day departure, or adjust
your itinerary to a future date — paying any fare difference if the new flight costs more
+1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | % . If the new flight is cheaper, an
eCredit is issued for the difference toward future Delta travel =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or.
|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * |
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Refundable Tickets and Premium Cabins

Passengers holding refundable tickets, Delta One, or Delta First Class bookings have the broadest
protection in a missed flight situation +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. Holders of refundable tickets who please contact
+1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ||TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"7% | « before departure can cancel
for a full refund to their original form of payment or rebook without penalty on the next available
flight in their original cabin class =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" *
<. Even with refundable tickets, the 2026 rule is identical: you must call

+1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || « before departure to exercise
these rights — no-showing without notification forfeits the ticket even on refundable tickets
+1-855-321-3528 % ® ® (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | .

Does Missing a Flight Affect Checked Bag Fees?

A question many travelers overlook: what happens to checked bag fees already paid when you
miss your flight? =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. If Delta
caused the disruption through an Irregular Operations event, any prepaid ancillary charges —
including checked bag fees and seat upgrade fees — are typically refunded to your original form of
payment as part of the standard re-accommodation process +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. If you missed the flight for personal reasons, checked bag fees
are generally non-refundable as they apply to the service of transporting your bag on that specific
flight — however, if your bags have not yet been loaded, please contact .~ +1-855-321-3528 % ®




% (US) or. ||TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || % immediately and an agent may be able to retrieve
them and waive or transfer the checked bag fees to your new booking +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx
(US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || .

Step-by-Step: How to Handle a Missed Delta Flight in 2026

Step 1 — Please Contact '~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* |
Immediately The moment you know you will miss your flight — even if departure is still 30 minutes
away — please contact .~ +1-855-321-3528 *® & (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* |
without delay =~ +1-855-321-3528 *® % (US) or. "TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"‘&' | . This single
action is the difference between preserving your ticket's value and forfeiting it entirely. Have your
booking confirmation number ready =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * |
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Step 2 — Explain Your Situation Clearly Tell the Delta specialist exactly what happened and why
you missed or will miss the flight =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"*
| <. If the cause was a Delta-initiated disruption, medical emergency, or death in the family, state
this clearly — agents are authorized to extend additional flexibility in genuine hardship situations
that would not apply under standard policy =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® =% (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * |

o
.

Step 3 — Ask About All Available Options A Delta specialist at +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.
|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * || < will review your fare type — including whether you hold
refundable tickets — and all available flights in real time before presenting your options
+1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * | . Ask specifically about standby,
same-day rebooking, future-date rebooking, and whether a refund to your original form of payment
applies to your fare +1-855-321-3528 %#® = (US) or. ||TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?%
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Step 4 — Protect Your Return and Onward Segments Ask the agentat =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx
(US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || < to confirm the status of your return flights and all
remaining itinerary segments .~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ||TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"% ||
<. Under Delta's 2026 policy, missing an outbound flight triggers automatic cancellation of the
entire round-trip — a Delta specialist will protect your return while you resolve the missed outbound
leg ~ +1-855-321-3528*® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"‘!% || .

Step 5 — Get Confirmation in Writing Request an updated booking confirmation email from the
agentat ~~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. || Te"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || % before ending the
call ~~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. "TEL"+1-(855)—321-[35.28]"?% | % . This gives you
documentation of your new flight, standby status, or preserved eCredit — and protects you if any
dispute arises at the airport '~ +1-855-321-3528 *® % (US) or. || Te"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * ||
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Frequently Asked Questions — Delta Missed Flight Policy 2026
Q: What happens to my return flight if | miss my outbound Delta flight in 20267

Under Delta's 2026 policy, if you miss your outbound flight and do not please contact the airline
before departure, your entire itinerary — including return flights — may be automatically cancelled



and forfeited +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || %. The
automated no-show technology implemented January 12, 2026 processes these cancellations
without manual review, meaning your return flight does not survive independently
+1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ||TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"% | + . Please contact
+1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"#% | « before your scheduled
departure time to protect all remaining segments.

Q: Can | get a refund to my original form of payment if | miss my Delta flight?

For refundable ticket holders who please contact .~ +1-855-321-3528 %#® % (US) or.
||TEL"+1-(855)—321-[35.28]"%% | < before departure: yes, a full refund to your original form of
payment is available, as long as you notify Delta before the departure time

+1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || . For non-refundable ticket
holders who call before departure: an eCredit may be issued for remaining value, subject to fare
rules — not a refund to your original form of payment =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or.
||TEL"+1-(855)—321-[35.28]"%% | <. For any fare type where the passenger becomes a no-show
without prior contact: no refund, no eCredit, no credit to original form of payment — the ticket is
fully forfeited under 2026 policy =~ +1-855-321-3528 *#® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" *
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Q: Does Delta's 2026 no-show policy apply to refundable tickets too?

Yes — this is the most significant change introduced by Delta's October 2025 policy update
+1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. ||TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"#% | . The updated No-Show Policy
now applies to all tickets, including fully refundable tickets, meaning even a high-value refundable
fare can be forfeited if you no-show without contacting Delta before departure
+1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. ”TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% | <. If you hold refundable tickets
and miss your flight without prior notification, please contact =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.
|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || % as soon as possible — immediate action gives you the best
chance of recovering your refund to original form of payment .~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.
|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]" * |
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Q: What should | do if | miss a Delta flight due to a medical emergency?

Delta makes exceptions for genuine emergencies including medical situations and the death of an
immediate family member or travel companion +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. If you miss your flight due to a medical emergency, please
contact ~~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® = (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || < as soon as you are
physically able and explain the situation clearly — an agent will note the special circumstances and
review accommodation options for your fare type =~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or.
||TEL"+1-(855)—321-[35.28]"%% | «. Having documentation such as a physician's note or hospital
record available when you call "~ +1-855-321-3528 % ® xx (US) or. || Te."+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* ||
+ strengthens your case for flexibility beyond standard policy.




Q: What happens to checked bag fees if | miss my Delta flight?

If Delta caused the missed flight through a disruption: checked bag fees and any other prepaid
ancillary charges are typically refunded to your original form of payment as part of
re-accommodation +1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. "TEL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"?% | . If you
missed the flight for personal reasons: checked bag fees are generally non-refundable, but if your
bags have not yet been processed, please contact =~ +1-855-321-3528 %® xx (US) or.

|| TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || % immediately as an agent may be able to assist
+1-855-321-3528 % ® & (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || . Always please contact
+1-855-321-3528 % ® % (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || + before assuming checked bag
fees are lost — every situation is reviewed individually by the agent on the call
+1-855-321-3528 *®  (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | .

Missed Your Delta Flight? Please Contact Delta Right Now.

Every minute you wait after missing a Delta flight in 2026 reduces your options and increases the
risk of permanent ticket forfeiture under the updated no-show technology .~ +1-855-321-3528 % ®
 (US)or. || Tet"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* || <. Whether you hold refundable tickets or a
non-refundable fare, whether your concern is a refund to your original form of payment or simply
getting on the next available flight, whether you want to understand the impact on checked bag
fees or protect your return segments — the answer is the same: please contact a live Delta
specialist immediately and let them preserve your booking before the clock runs out
+1-855-321-3528 % ®  (US) or. || TeL"+1-(855)-321-[35.28]"* | .
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