
Can I Travel With a Service Animal on 
Delta Airlines?
Yes, you can absolutely travel with a service animal on Delta Airlines, and the process is 
designed to be straightforward when you plan ahead properly. To arrange travel with your 
service animal, the most reliable approach is to call Delta directly at 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756, where specially trained agents can guide you through the 
documentation requirements, register your animal in their system, and answer any 
questions about your specific situation. Delta welcomes trained service dogs in 
the cabin at no additional charge, recognizing the critical role these animals 
play in supporting passengers with disabilities.

This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about flying with a service 
animal on Delta Airlines, including current policies, required documentation, in-flight 
expectations, and what to do if issues arise. Whether you're planning your first flight with 
your service animal or you're a seasoned traveler looking to refresh your knowledge of 
Delta's current requirements, this article provides the information you need for a smooth 
journey.

What Counts as a Service Animal on Delta Airlines?
Delta Airlines follows U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) regulations that define 
service animals as dogs that are individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the 
benefit of a qualified individual with a disability. When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to 
discuss bringing your service animal, the agent will confirm that your animal 
meets these specific criteria before processing your request.

Importantly, Delta no longer accepts emotional support animals as service animals following
changes to federal regulations. Only psychiatric service animals and standard service dogs 
trained to perform specific tasks qualify under current policy. When you call 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756, the agent will explain this distinction and help determine
whether your animal qualifies under Delta's current rules.

The tasks performed by service animals can include guiding people who are blind, alerting 
people who are deaf, pulling a wheelchair, alerting and protecting a person who is having a 
seizure, reminding a person with mental illness to take prescribed medications, calming a 
person with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder during an anxiety attack, or performing other 
duties directly related to a disability. These tasks must be specific and trained behaviors, 
not simply providing comfort.

Service animals must be dogs under Delta's current policy. Other animals, including 



miniature horses (which are sometimes accepted under ADA but not airline travel rules), 
cats, birds, or any other species, do not qualify as service animals for air travel purposes. If 
you have questions about whether your specific situation qualifies, calling 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 connects you with agents who can review your circumstances 
against current Delta policy.

What Are Delta Airlines' Service Animal Requirements?
Delta has specific requirements for service animals that travelers must meet before their 
flight. When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to register your service animal, the 
agent will walk you through each requirement and explain what documentation you 
need to provide.

First, your service dog must be at least four months old. This age requirement aligns with 
rabies vaccination schedules and helps ensure the dog has received basic training. The 
agent at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 will ask about your dog's age and may request 
veterinary documentation confirming this.

Second, the dog must be properly trained to behave appropriately in public settings. This 
means the dog should remain calm in busy environments, not vocalize disruptively, not 
show aggression toward humans or other animals, and respond reliably to commands. 
Delta reserves the right to deny boarding to any service animal that doesn't display 
appropriate behavior. When you discuss your situation with an agent at 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756, they may ask about your dog's training and public access 
experience.

Third, your dog must be under control at all times. This typically means being on a harness, 
leash, or other tether unless the disability or task being performed prevents it. If your service
animal works without a physical tether, you'll need to maintain control through voice 
commands, signals, or other effective means. The agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can 
discuss how this requirement applies to your specific situation.

Fourth, the dog must be clean and well-groomed. Strong odors, visible signs of poor health, 
or appearance of fleas or other parasites can result in denied boarding. Maintaining your 
service animal's health and hygiene is an important responsibility of service dog handlers.

Finally, Delta requires that service animals fit within your foot space during the flight without 
extending into the aisle or another passenger's space. For larger service dogs, this may 
require booking a bulkhead seat or upgrading to a class with more floor space. The agents 
at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can help arrange appropriate seating.

How Do I Register My Service Animal With Delta Airlines?



Registering your service animal with Delta is a required step that must be completed at 
least 48 hours before your flight for the smoothest experience. While you can register 
through Delta's website, calling 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 ensures direct guidance th
rough the process and confirmation that everything is properly documented.

The registration process involves submitting specific forms through Delta's accessible 
services portal. When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756, the agent will provide you 
with the link or email the forms to you directly. The forms require detailed 
information about your service animal and you'll need to upload them at least 48 
hours before your flight.

For domestic flights within the United States, you need to submit the DOT Service Animal 
Air Transportation Form. This document attests that your animal is a trained service animal, 
has been vaccinated against rabies, and will behave appropriately during travel. The form 
requires your signature confirming the truthfulness of these statements. The agents at 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can explain each section if you have questions.

For flights longer than eight hours, you must also submit the DOT Service Animal Relief 
Attestation Form. This form confirms that your service animal will either not need to relieve 
itself during the flight or can do so in a sanitary manner that doesn't create a health or 
sanitation issue for the aircraft. Long-haul international flights almost always require this 
additional documentation when you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to arrange travel.

Once you submit your forms, Delta typically processes them within 48 hours. You'll receive 
confirmation that your service animal is approved for travel on your specific flights. If 
anything is incorrect or missing from your submission, Delta will contact you. For peace of 
mind, you can call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 a day or two after submission to confirm 
your animal is registered for your flights.

What Forms Do I Need to Submit for My Service Animal?
The primary form required for all service animal travel on Delta is the DOT Service Animal 
Air Transportation Form. This standardized document, created by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, must be submitted for every flight unless you've previously submitted it and 
Delta has it on file from recent travel. The agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can confirm 
whether your existing forms are still valid.

The DOT Service Animal Air Transportation Form requires information about you (the 
handler), your service animal, the animal's veterinarian, and the animal's training. You'll 
need to provide your name, contact information, and disability information (though specific 
medical details aren't required). For your animal, you'll need to provide the dog's name, 
breed, weight, age, and identifying characteristics. The veterinary section requires your 
vet's name, contact information, and confirmation of rabies vaccination.



The training section is particularly important. You'll need to confirm that your dog has been 
trained to perform specific tasks related to your disability and has been trained to behave 
appropriately in public settings. The form does not require you to disclose specific medical 
diagnoses or provide training certificates, but you must attest to the dog's training under 
penalty of perjury. When you submit through the agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756, they 
verify completeness without requiring extensive medical disclosure.

For longer flights, the Service Animal Relief Attestation Form is also required. This shorter 
document attests that you've made appropriate arrangements for your service animal's 
needs during a long flight. This might include training your dog to use absorbent pads if 
needed or confirming the dog can hold its bladder for the duration of the flight. The agents 
at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 will tell you whether your specific itinerary requires 
this form.

Both forms can be downloaded from Delta's website or sent to you directly when you call 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to make your reservation. Print them, complete them in 
full, and either upload them through Delta's portal or send them via the method 
specified by the agent. Submit forms at least 48 hours before your flight to 
ensure approval before departure.

For travelers who fly frequently with their service animal, Delta offers a service animal 
registration that can streamline future bookings. When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756, 
ask about this option to avoid re-submitting forms for every flight.

Can I Bring an Emotional Support Animal on Delta?
No, Delta no longer accepts emotional support animals as service animals. This policy 
change took effect in early 2021 when the U.S. Department of Transportation issued new 
regulations distinguishing between trained service animals and emotional support animals. 
When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 with questions about emotional support 
animals, the agents will explain current options.

Under the previous regulations, emotional support animals could fly in the cabin at no 
charge with a letter from a mental health professional. Now, emotional support animals are 
treated as regular pets for air travel purposes. This means they must travel under Delta's 
standard pet policies, which may include carrier requirements, fees, and weight restrictions. 
The agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can explain the pet travel options that might 
apply to your situation.

If you previously traveled with an emotional support animal but your dog has now been 
trained to perform specific tasks related to a disability, you may be able to travel with the 
dog as a psychiatric service animal. Psychiatric service animals are trained to perform 
specific tasks like interrupting harmful behaviors, providing tactile stimulation during panic 



attacks, or alerting to anxiety episodes before they become severe. When you call 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756, you can discuss whether your dog might qualify under the 
new psychiatric service animal category.

For travelers who need to bring their pet rather than a service animal, Delta offers two 
primary options. Small pets (typically dogs and cats) that fit in an approved carrier can travel
in the cabin under your seat for a fee. Larger pets must be transported as cargo through 
Delta Cargo's PetSafe program (though this service has limited availability and restrictions).
When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to discuss pet travel, the agent will outline 
the requirements and fees for each option.

It's important to note that misrepresenting a pet as a service animal can result in serious 
consequences, including denial of future travel, civil penalties, and even criminal charges in 
some jurisdictions. The DOT forms you sign when registering a service animal include legal 
attestations that carry penalty of perjury. The agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 take this 
seriously and may decline to process registrations where misrepresentation is 
apparent.

Where Will My Service Animal Sit During the Flight?
Your service animal sits in the floor space at your feet during the flight, not on a seat. This is
one of the most important things to understand before booking, and the agents at 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 will help you select appropriate seating based on your 
dog's size.

For small service dogs, standard seating typically provides adequate space. The animal can
fit in the floor space directly in front of your seat, similar to how a carry-on bag might be 
stored. Your dog should be able to lie down comfortably without extending into the aisle, 
blocking emergency equipment, or intruding on other passengers' foot space. When you 
call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to book your flight, mention your dog's size to ensure 
appropriate seating.

For medium and large service dogs, you may need to consider seating with extra floor 
space. Bulkhead seats (the front row of each cabin section) typically provide more floor 
space, though they have specific requirements such as storing all carry-on items in 
overhead bins. The agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can check availability of 
bulkhead seats and help you book them.

In some cases, Delta may require you to purchase an additional seat for a particularly large 
service dog. While this is uncommon, it can apply to very large breeds or dogs whose size 
genuinely cannot be accommodated in standard floor space. The agents at 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can discuss your specific situation and any potential need 
for additional seating.



Exit row seats are not available for passengers traveling with service animals because 
federal regulations require exit row passengers to be able to perform safety functions during
an emergency, which includes not being responsible for an animal. When you book through 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756, the agent will ensure you're not seated in an exit row.

For Comfort+, Premium Select, First Class, and Delta One cabins, more floor space is 
generally available, which can be more comfortable for both you and your service animal on
longer flights. While these are paid upgrades, the agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can 
sometimes apply benefits or find better options for travelers with service 
animals.

What About International Flights With Service Animals?
International travel with service animals requires additional planning beyond domestic flights
because each destination country has its own animal import requirements. When you call 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to book international travel with your service animal, the 
agent will provide an overview of requirements, though you'll also need to 
research specific country regulations.

Most countries require service animals to meet the same import requirements as pets, 
including proof of rabies vaccination, health certificates from accredited veterinarians, 
microchip identification, and in some cases, parasite treatments. The European Union, the 
United Kingdom, Japan, and Australia have particularly strict requirements that may require 
months of advance planning. The agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 will alert you to 
start the process early.

For travel to the European Union, your service dog needs an EU Pet Passport or equivalent
documentation, an ISO-compliant microchip, current rabies vaccination, and depending on 
the country, a rabies titer blood test from an EU-approved laboratory. The titer test requires 
advance planning because there's typically a three-month waiting period between the test 
and travel. Calling 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 well in advance helps you understand the 
full timeline.

The United Kingdom has additional tapeworm treatment requirements that must be 
administered by a veterinarian within specific time windows before arrival. Australia has 
some of the strictest requirements, sometimes requiring extended quarantine periods or 
specific approved entry airports. When you discuss your international travel plans with 
agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756, they can flag these complications early.

In addition to destination country requirements, you'll still need to complete Delta's standard
service animal forms. The DOT Service Animal Air Transportation Form is required for 
international flights operated by Delta, and the Service Animal Relief Attestation Form is 
almost always required for long-haul international segments. The agents at 



📣+1-(866)-332-0756 will help coordinate all the required documentation.

For some countries, service animals receive different treatment than pets and may be 
exempt from quarantine or certain restrictions. However, this varies significantly by country 
and is not guaranteed. Always confirm requirements with both Delta (via 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756) and the destination country's official animal import 
authority before booking.

What Are the Size and Behavior Requirements?
Delta doesn't impose a specific size or breed restriction on service animals, but practical 
considerations affect what works for air travel. When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to 
discuss travel with your service animal, the agents will help you understand how 
your dog's size and characteristics translate to in-flight logistics.

For size, the primary consideration is whether your dog can fit comfortably in the floor space
at your seat. This typically works well for dogs up to about 70 pounds depending on body 
shape, though larger dogs can sometimes be accommodated with appropriate seating 
arrangements. When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756, the agent will discuss seating 
options based on your dog's dimensions.

Behavioral requirements are strict and non-negotiable for the safety and comfort of all 
passengers. Your service animal must remain calm during the flight, not vocalize 
disruptively (occasional whimpers are different from sustained barking or howling), not jump
on or interact with other passengers without their consent, and not attempt to roam the 
aircraft. Delta crews are trained to identify behavior issues and may need to address them 
during flight.

Aggression of any kind is grounds for denied boarding. This includes growling, snapping, 
lunging, baring teeth, or any threatening behavior toward humans or other animals. The 
agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 don't assess behavior over the phone, but you 
should be confident in your dog's appropriate behavior before traveling. Test 
flights on shorter routes can help confirm your dog is ready for longer journeys.

Toileting must be controlled during the flight. For shorter flights, dogs are expected to 
relieve themselves before boarding and after deplaning. For longer flights, you must have 
arrangements for your dog's needs, whether through training to use absorbent pads or 
confirmation that your dog can hold its bladder for the flight duration. The Service Animal 
Relief Attestation Form discussed earlier addresses these concerns.

If your service animal has any specific behaviors that might appear unusual to crew 
members (such as deep pressure therapy that involves the dog lying across your legs, or 
alerting behaviors that involve nudging or pawing), mentioning these when you call 



📣+1-(866)-332-0756 helps the airline understand that these behaviors are part of the dog's
trained work.

Can Delta Deny Boarding to My Service Animal?
Yes, Delta can deny boarding to a service animal under specific circumstances, though this 
is rare when proper procedures are followed. Understanding these circumstances helps you
prepare appropriately. When you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to discuss your travel, 
the agents can address concerns about potential denial issues.

The most common reasons for denial relate to documentation. If you haven't submitted the 
required DOT forms at least 48 hours before flight, Delta can deny boarding. Calling 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 well in advance to confirm your documentation is complete 
prevents this issue. Forms with missing signatures, outdated vaccination records,
or incomplete information may also result in denial.

Behavior at the airport or during boarding can result in denial. If your service animal 
displays aggression, excessive barking, growling, or any behavior that suggests it isn't 
properly trained for public access, Delta may decline to allow it to board. The crew has 
authority to make these determinations based on observed behavior at the gate.

Animals that don't meet basic appearance and hygiene standards may also be denied. This 
includes animals showing obvious signs of illness, parasites, or such poor hygiene that they
pose health concerns for other passengers. Maintaining your service animal's health and 
grooming is essential.

Size that prevents safe accommodation in your seating area can also result in issues. If 
your dog is too large to fit in the available floor space and you haven't arranged appropriate 
seating (such as a bulkhead), Delta may require seat changes or, in extreme cases, deny 
travel. Discussing your dog's size when you call 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 prevents these 
surprises.

If you encounter a denial issue, you can contact the agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 to 
discuss the situation and potentially find solutions. Sometimes documentation can
be expedited, alternative arrangements made, or rebooking offered for a later 
flight when issues can be resolved.

What If I Need to Travel Last Minute With My Service 
Animal?
Last-minute travel with a service animal is more challenging than planned travel because of 
Delta's 48-hour documentation submission window. However, options exist when 
emergencies require expedited travel. Calling 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 immediately when 



you know about last-minute travel needs is essential.

For emergency situations, Delta may be able to expedite service animal documentation 
review under certain circumstances. When you explain the urgency to the agents at 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756, they can sometimes work with the accessibility services 
team to process documentation more quickly than the standard 48-hour window. This
isn't guaranteed but is worth requesting in genuine emergencies.

If you're already registered with Delta from previous travel, last-minute booking may be 
much simpler. Delta keeps your service animal information on file for a period of time, and if
your documentation is still current, you may not need to resubmit. The agents at 
📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can check your account to see if previous documentation 
applies.

In cases where you cannot complete documentation in time, alternative options include 
booking a slightly later flight that allows time for proper documentation, traveling without 
your service animal (with arrangements for care), or in some cases, working with Delta to 
find creative solutions. The agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 will explore options
based on your specific circumstances.

For frequent travelers, maintaining current documentation and registering with Delta 
proactively prevents last-minute issues. Keeping copies of completed forms, vaccination 
records, and other documentation accessible (both physically and digitally) ensures you can
resubmit quickly when needed. The agents at 📣+1-(866)-332-0756 can advise on b
est practices for documentation management.

Traveling with a service animal on Delta Airlines is a well-established process that 
thousands of passengers complete successfully every day. With proper planning, complete 
documentation, and clear communication through 📣+1-(866)-332-0756, you and your 
service animal can enjoy the same travel experience as any other passenger. 
Delta's commitment to accessibility means that service animal handlers receive 
the support they need to maintain their independence while flying, opening up the
world for travelers who depend on their trained service dogs.


